
Dorestad Raid 2026 – Thursday 10 September 
 

Weather forecast 

In the morning the wind will be W Bft. 2 backing to SW Bft. 3 in the afternoon. According to the 

weather forecast, there will be plenty of sun and it should remain dry. 

 

Today’s route 

 



Today we will be travelling from our starting point Heeg to our overnight stop on the Morra. The total 

distance we will cover is 25km.  

We will need to row a long stretch, but in beautiful quiet surroundings on the river “Luts”. 

 

The Luts (also known as the Lits) is a river in the municipality of De Friese Meren, running along the 

northern edge of the Starnumanbos woods in Gaasterland. It flows from the Slotermeer lake, through 

the village of Balk, to Oude Karre—part of the Heegermeer/Fluessen lake system. The 

“Elfstedentocht” (Eleven Cities Tour) ice-skating race also follows the course of the Luts; this section of 

the route is traditionally considered one of the critical points. 

The Luts originated during the second but last ice age. It lies between two ridges of glacial till: those 

of Harich and Wijckel. When temperatures rose following that ice age, meltwater carved a path 

through this natural channel, flowing from the present-day Kippenburg country estate to the 

southwestern part of the Slotermeer. Around 1840, the Luts was extended via the Van Swinderenvaart 

canal. 

The route: 

• Heegermeer 

• Woudsenderrakken 

• De Ie 

• Slotermeer 

• Luts 

• Van Swinderenvaart 

• Spoekhoekster Vaart 

• Ryster Vaart 

• Aldkarre 

• De Morra 

 

 

  



Bridges 

In total we will need to pass 13 bridges, but most will be along the Luts (meaning you take the mast 

down once at the beginning of the route). 

• Woudsend BB H24.5 W80 

• Balk BB H22.4 W45 

• Balk BB H13 W45 

• Balk BB H12 W46 

• Balk H22.5 W36 

• Starnumansbrug H21.5 W40 

• H27 W110 Kippenburg 

• H23.5 W75 Van Swinderenvaart 

• H23 

• H26.5 

• H24 

• H24 W46 

• H23.2 W147 Aldkarre 

The bridge in Woudsend is operated from 09.00 – 17:00. 

The lowest bridge in Balk is BB H12. The bridges in Balk are operated between 9.00 – 12.00 and 13.00 

– 16.15. If you require the bridges to be operated, please call +31 (0)6 546 479 11. Costs for operating 

the bridges are EUR 2 / boat. 

Lunch 

Along the quay of the Luts in Balk. 


